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Fine Details Emerge When One Examines the Backs of Postage Stamps
Don’t Judge a Stamp Only by Its Front

by David M. Frye, Editor
The last time I soaked older stamps—the 

ones with the water-soluable layer between 
paper and gum—I placed the freed-up stamps 
face down on paper towels before pressing 
them to dry. At some point, I found myself 
paying attention to the backs of the stamps as 
they lay in the little rows on the paper towel. 
Most were distinguishable from the others 
only by their size, but some stood out for a 
variety of reasons. The illustrations here show 
a sampling of the ones that were offering up 
some additional information about themselves 
from the details visible on their backs.

PAPER COLORS

The Kansas Statehood Issue (1961, Sc. 
1183) gave the appearance of a four-color im-
age by printing brown, dark red, and green on 
yellow paper.

1964’s American Music Issues (Sc. 1252) 
used its grey paper with blue threads to 
achieve a different effect. Looking at the back 
of the stamp helps to make clear the influence 
of the threads on the stamp’s rich look.

PAPER POROSITY
While the selection of alternative paper 

types can influence the appearance of a 
stamp’s image, the physical properties of the 

paper can impact the behavior of the ink 
used to print the stamp’s image. The DC-

Skymaster, depicted on this 1946 5¢ airmail 
stamp (Sc. C32), can be seen, along with the 
various texts of the design, when the stamp is 
viewed from the back. This indicates how this 
particular paper absorbed the issue’s ink quite 
vigorously.

The two 
stamps from 
the Prominent 
Americans 
Series, both 

issued in 1967, 
show paper that 
was less porous 
to the printer’s 
ink, but more 
susceptible 

to absorbing the ink in the postmarks. The 
Eugene O’Neill Issue (Sc. 1290) shows clearly 
the purple ink of the registered mail cancel, 
while the Frederick Douglas Issue (SC. 1294), 
displays a legible, mirror-image version of the 
Chicago postmark.

PAPER STRENGTH
In the years when stamps were perforated to 

enable one to separate stamps printed togeth-
er, paper needed to achieve a balance between 
being absorbent enough to receive the ink 
printed upon it while retaining the property 
of promoting a neat “tear” along the lines of 
perforations. Still, it helps to remember that 
stamps are printed on paper, and paper can

See “Backs of Stamps” on p. 3
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The Club offers the following items at its monthly exchange. Make payments in cash or in personal checks made 
out to the Club. Items in black are donations to the Lincoln Stamp Club. Proceeds from the sale of donations 
benefit the Club’s general work. The lots listed in color, if any, are not donations; they are members’ lots.

Lot # Description Catalogue Minimum Final Buyer
■ 01 Aegean Islands Sc. 59–60 M $0.40 $0.25 ______ ______
■ 02 British Solomon Islands Sc. 264–267 M $1.95 $0.75 ______ ______
■ 03 China Sc. 518 MNH $0.25 $0.10 ______ ______
■ 04 China Sc. 891–894 MNH $1.25 $0.75 ______ ______
■ 05 Colombia Sc. C502–503 U $0.10 $0.05 ______ ______
■ 06 Cook Islands Sc. 195–198 MNH $2.25 $1.25 ______ ______
■ 07 Czechoslovakia Sc. 1939–1942 U $0.20 $0.10 ______ ______
■ 08 Dahomey Sc. 277–278 M/U $0.10 $0.05 ______ ______
■ 09 Germany Sc. 280 $0.40 $0.20 ______ ______
■ 10 Germany Sc. 2113–2117 CTO $0.25 $0.10 ______ ______
■ 11 Great Britain Sc. 1111 U $0.40 $0.15 ______ ______
■ 12 Great Britain Sc. 1137–1138 U $0.45 $0.15 ______ ______
■ 13 Great Britain Sc. 1157 U $0.30 $0.15 ______ ______
■ 14 Grenada Sc. 660–666 CTO $0.95 $0.50 ______ ______
■ 15 Guinea Sc. 801–803 CTO $0.25 $0.10 ______ ______
■ 16 Hungary Sc. 1274–1278 CTO $0.30 $0.15 ______ ______
■ 17 Israel Sc. 3425 MNH $1.50 $0.75 ______ ______
■ 18 Jamaica Sc. 320 U $0.10 $0.05 ______ ______
■ 19 Laos Sc. 261–263 M $0.90 $0.45 ______ ______
■ 20 Laos Sc. 346–350 CTO $0.30 $0.15 ______ ______
■ 21 Mali Sc. 16-21 CTO $0.25 $0.10 ______ ______
■ 22 Mongolia Sc. 146–150 CTO $0.35 $0.20 ______ ______
■ 23 Nauru Sc. 70 MNH $0.60 $0.20 ______ ______
■ 24 Nauru Sc. 230 MNH  $2.25 $1.00 ______ ______
■ 25 Nicaragua Sc. 1306–1310 CTO  $0.60 $0.40 ______ ______
■ 26 Russia Sc. 2808–2810 M  $0.45 $0.20 ______ ______
■ 27 Russia Sc. 3433–3437 CTO  $0.45 $0.20 ______ ______
■ 28 Russia Sc. 4532–4536 CTO  $0.60 $0.30 ______ ______
■ 29 Russia Sc. 4776–4780 CTO  $1.00 $0.45 ______ ______
■ 30 Russia Sc. 5641–5643 CTO  $1.00 $0.50 ______ ______
■ 31 Samoa Sc. 539–542 M  $1.50 $0.75 ______ ______
■ 32 St. Thomas & Principe Sc. ? MNH  $2.25 $1.00 ______ ______
■ 33 St. Thomas Sc. 735–736 M  $0.25 $0.10 ______ ______
■ 34 St. Vincent Sc. 1132–1137 M  $1.25 $0.50 ______ ______
■ 35 U.S. Sc. 683 M  $3.00 $0.75 ______ ______
■ 36 U.S. Sc. 752 MNH  $0.50 $0.25 ______ ______
■ 37 U.S. Sc. 1075 MNH  $4.95 $2.50 ______ ______
■ 38 U.S. Sc. 1311 MNH  $0.25 $0.25 ______ ______
■ 39 U.S. Sc. 1538–1541 U  $0.50 $0.25 ______ ______
■ 40 U.S. Sc. 797 MNH  $1.75 $0.50 ______ ______
■ 41 U.S. Sc. 1608/1610–1612 U  $4.25 $2.00 ______ ______
■ 42 U.S. Sc. C16–17, 19 U  $1.35 $0.50 ______ ______
■ 43 Venezuela Sc. 860–864 CTO  $0.65 $0.20 ______ ______
■ 44 Unknown Mixed  $— $1.50 ______ ______
■ 45 Unknown Mixed  $— $1.00 ______ ______
■ 46 Stock Book  $— $2.50 ______ ______
■ 47 Mint Sheet File  $— $3.00 ______ ______

Club Newsletter 
Garners Gold
David M. Frye, edi-

tor of  The Souvenir 
Sheet, the newsletter 
of the Lincoln Stamp 
Club, received a Gold 
in the 2014 American 
Philatelic Society’s 
Chapter Newslet-
ter Competition. 
A three-member 
panel of judges—all 
APS-accredited 
and/or experienced 
authors—reviewed 
works in three classes: 
single-page, multiple-
page, and federation 
publications.

The judges’ critiques 
suggested some refine-
ments:
■ adding a notice of 

welcome to visi-
tors and providing 
information on 
becoming a mem-
ber of the Club;

■ using a higher-
quality paper 
so that printing 
doesn’t “ghost” 
through between 
sides of the sheets;

 ■ highlighting mem-
bers’ names with 
boldface type;

■ featuring articles 
and messages from 
other Club mem-
bers.
This was the second 

year that the newslet-
ter appeared in the 
competition. The Sou-
venir Sheet received 
a Silver award in the 
2014 round.





June 1—Emperor Penguins: 2 forever (22¢) 
additional oz. def.; pane (20); coil (100); 
Washington, D.C. 

June 1—Coastal Birds: 8 forever (35¢) 
postcard-rate def.; pane (20); coil (100); 
Washington, D.C.

June 1—Eastern Tiger Swallowtail: 1 forever 
(71¢) non-machinable def.; pane (20); 
Washington, D.C.

June 1—Wedding Cake: 1 forever (71¢) 
2-oz. rate; pane (20); Washington, D.C.

June 1—Yes I Do: 1 forever (71¢) 2-oz. rate; 

Topics: Business, Show & Tell, and “5¢ GW Stamps”
The Club meets at a central 

Lincoln location from 7:00 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. on the first and third 
Thursdays each month:

St. Paul United Methodist Church
1144 M St., Lincoln, Neb.
Go south on 11th Street, then 

turn left into the church’s parking 
garage between N and M Streets. 
Take the elevator to the main floor. 
Street parking is available too.

■ Business Meeting & Ex-
change: Thursday, June 4.

■ Show and Tell & Program: 
Thursday, June 18: “Production 
Changes of the 5¢ George Wash-
ington Regular Issue of 1962,” 
by Dave Hamilton.

■ Business Meeting & Ex-
change: Thursday, July 2.

■ Upcoming Meetings: July 
16, Aug. 6 and 20, and Sept. 3.

NEEDED
Items for Monthly Exchanges

If you would like to include items in the monthly 
exchanges, give your descriptions and prices to 
Jim Camp, Exchange Coordinator, by June 15 
for the July 2 Exchange.
Give him info about more significant items, which 
might require members to research ahead of 
time, by June 15 for the August 6 Exchange.
Forms for your items are available online:

■ www.lincolnstampclub.org/downloads/ 
SmallExchangeSheets.pdf

■ www.lincolnstampclub.org/downloads/ 
ExchangeForm4up.pdf.

United States Postal Service Issues: June 2015

LINCOLN STAMP CLUB
PO BOX 57434

LINCOLN NE 68505-7434

~Welcome~
The Lincoln Stamp Club wel-

comes guests to every club meeting 
and encourages collectors of all 
interests and experience to consider 
joining. Dues are only $12/year, 
and can be mailed to the Club at 
its address on the front page or 
brought to a meeting. A member-
ship form is available on the Web:
■ Membership: www.lincoln-

stampclub.org/membership/.

pane (20); Washington, D.C.
June 1—Vintage Tulip: 1 forever (71¢) 2-oz. 

rate; pane (20); Washington, D.C.
June 1—Flannery O’Connor: 1 forever (93¢) 

3-oz. rate; pane (20); Washington, D.C.
June 26—Ruddy Ducks: 2 $25 federal migra-

tory waterfowl hunting and conservation 
stamps; U.S. Dept. Interior; pane (20) and 
SA pane (1); Memphis, Tenn.

 ■ www.uspsstamps.com/stamps/preview
■ www.facebook.com/USPSStamps.


